
NEWS 

Student overcomes 
challenges, Page 2 



PEOPLE 

Friends remember 
‘Flynner,’ Pages 4,16 



BASKETBALL 

Girls punch ticket 
to playoffs, Page 10 



ADVERTISER 

NEWS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


February 15, 2018 I Vol. 39, No. 50 I $1.00 


www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


ST. PATRICK'S DAY 



Court members Kristen Fellion, Meagan Arsalanian, 2018 Colleen Abbie Hoban, and court members Amber Fillion and Erin Consedine pose at Agawam’s colleen 
coronation last weekend, photos by Gregory a. scibelli 

eager to serve her town 

‘Once I realized it was real, so many emotions’ 


Colleen 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

A gawam High School senior 
Abbie Hoban was named 
the town’s 2018 colleen on 
Sunday by Agawam St. Patrick’s 
Committee. She and her court 
will represent the community 
over the next couple of months as 
the Irish season kicks off. 


In the coronation ceremo¬ 
ny held at Chez Josef in Agawam 
Sunday morning, Hoban outlasted 
four other contestants to gain the 
crown. The other four — Meagan 
Arsalanian, Erin Consedine, Kris¬ 
ten Fellion and Amber Fillion — 
were named members of her court 


and will participate in numerous 
activities over the next two months. 

Hoban said she has a rich 
Irish culture in her family and she 
wanted to be the first one in her 
family to have the honor of being 
the colleen. 

She said the process, which 


includes interviews, dress fittings 
and other activities, was an en¬ 
joyable experience. She also de¬ 
scribed it as a learning experience. 

“The most important thing I 
learned from the contest was to 
always be myself and enjoy every 
minute,” she said. 

Hearing her name announced 
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ZONING CODE 

Special 
permits 
eyed for 
solar 

By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

The overlay district is out 
and the latest version of the so¬ 
lar array zoning proposal relies 
on special permits. 

The reason for the change is 
time, town officials say. There 
is one solar project already in 
the works, at 311 Shoemak¬ 
er Lane, and Mayor William 
Sapelli said the town doesn’t 
have the time to take months 
sorting out which properties 
would, or wouldn’t be, be suit¬ 
able for solar. 

“It was quite complicated — 
there was wetlands involved, 
there were some properties 
that probably weren’t ideal for 
a variety of reasons — to try 
to filter that out would take 
quite some time and I think 
we have to move with getting 
an ordinance in place that can 
work for everybody and has 
somewhat of an option,” Sapel¬ 
li explained. “It appears to me, 
in my mind, that the special 
permit would be dealing with 
the here and now, and each in¬ 
dividual case would rise or fall 
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MIAA AWARDS 

HS athletes cited for 
community service 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

Players on three Agawam High 
School teams recently gained rec¬ 
ognition without having to score 
a single point. 

Boys and girls indoor track 
teams and the varsity hockey 
team received an Educational 
Athletics Achievement Award for 
Community Service from Massa¬ 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 


Association Assistant Director 
Rich Riley at the Jan. 23 School 
Committee meeting. 

All three teams have collect¬ 
ed for Toys for Tots, and hockey 
players also have helped honor 
the service and sacrifice of veter¬ 
ans by decorating graves. MIAA 
created the award several years 
ago to promote community ser¬ 
vice among Massachusetts stu- 
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The high school’s varsity hockey team and girls and boys indoor track teams gathered for a group photo with Mayor 
William Sapelli, AHS Principal Thomas Schnepp, School Superintendent Steve Lemanski (far right), and School Commit¬ 
tee members after the teams were awarded a Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association Educational Athletics 
Achievement Award for Community Service at the Jan. 23 School Committee meeting. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @ turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be p re-paid. 


Student overcomes sight, hearing challenges 



Daniel Dintzner, of Feeding Hills, holds his text-to-speech device. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
BY JAMES LANGONE 



Daniel Dintzner, a student at Springfield Technical Community College, is seen 
working at the adaptive lab on campus, which includes tools that help students 
with disabilities. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

Like many his age, Daniel 
Dintzner is working hard and pre¬ 
paring for his junior year of college. 
Unlike many his age, Daniel can’t 
see, is partially deaf and has titani¬ 
um rods in his back. 

Dintzner, 26, born and raised in 
Feeding Hills, was diagnosed with 
a rare genetic disorder after birth, 
Alstrom syndrome, and started los¬ 
ing his hearing at the age of 6. To¬ 
day, he is 60 percent deaf and uses 
a hearing aid in both ears. He also 
lost his sight at age seven. The dis¬ 
order brought scoliosis, diabetes, 
and other heart conditions. After 
24 titanium rods and eight screws 
in his back, he can walk on his own. 
Through all the adversity thrown 
his way, Dintzner has never let it 
get in the way of pursuing his ca¬ 
reer goals. 

“I have a drive to succeed and 
improve,” he said. “The different 
awards I get keep me motivate 
and support I get from family and 
friends. You just have to have a plan 
in where you want to go and what 
steps you need to take to get to 
your goals.” 

Dintzner is like many people his 
age — he listens to sports, cheers 
on the Patriots and then likes to sit 
back and relax with a good book. 
The Job Access With Speech, nick¬ 
named JAWS, program helps con¬ 
vert text to speech so Dintzner can 
keep up with his required course 
reading at school, visit Harry Potter 
at Hogwarts or take in a mystery 
novel, his favorites being Nancy 
Drew and the Hardy Boys. If he 
doesn’t feel like listening, Braille- 
Note Apex can convert the text to 
Braille, so he can read on his own. 
Some of the other programs he uti¬ 
lizes include Kurzweil 3000, Drag¬ 
on, and ZoomText. 

The biggest challenge he said 
he’s had to face has been trans¬ 
portation — he can’t drive himself 
and relies on Pioneer Valley Transit 
Authority to get him to and from 
school and home. His condition 
also drains his stamina; he can only 
handle two to three courses per se¬ 
mester and sleeps up to 16 hours 


a day. None of this is stopping him 
from growing as a student and a 
person. 

“When you hear and talk about 
some of the obstacles that he’s 
overcome, not once has he ever 
used any of that as an excuse,” said 
Wayne Levy, director of commu¬ 
nications for the Massachusetts 
Commission for the Blind. “He has 


not allowed that to stop him from 
pursuing his dream and aspira¬ 
tions. He’s always positive and up¬ 
beat. I’m impressed with him and 
how he presents himself.” 

Dintzner has been working with 
the Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind since 2004, an organi¬ 
zation that strives to provide high 
quality rehabilitation and social 


services for those registered as le¬ 
gally blind. They have helped him 
up through the different levels of 
schooling to the point where he 
is today. The past four summers, 
Dintzner has completed, and ex¬ 
celled, at four different internships 
and has received State Senate cita¬ 
tions for three of them. 

He has worked with the Holyoke 
Community College Disabilities Of¬ 
fice, Advent Financial Group and 
Thrive Finance Success Center at 
STCC. His work in 2015 at the West¬ 
ern Massachusetts Employment Col¬ 
laborative, where he conducted re¬ 
search on how to get jobs for people 
with disabilities, earned him special 
recognition in the Commission for 
the Blind’s 2016 annual report. 

“It’s nice to see they decided I 
was good enough to be recognized,” 
Dintzner said. “They have been very 
good and helped me a lot with get¬ 
ting the technology I need to help 
do my classes or get the internship 
opportunities I’ve had so far.” 

The next opportunity for 
Dintzner is going to be on the cam¬ 
pus of Western New England Uni¬ 
versity next fall. He is currently fin¬ 
ishing up his associate’s degree in 
business administration at Spring- 
field Technical Community College 
and is transferring to WNEU for his 
junior year to pursue a degree in ac¬ 
counting. 

He hopes to get an internship at 
MassMutual, which is where he’d 
like to work in finance of invest¬ 
ment management after he finishes 
his degree. 

“I want to do financial coach¬ 
ing or planning because it’s the ar¬ 
eas I could help people the most,” 
Dintzner said. 

Wherever his academic and 
professional endeavors take him 
next, his rehabilitation counselor 
Mary Kate Loughran is confident 
he will succeed. 

“Daniel is extremely motivat¬ 
ed and an excellent student,” she 
said. “He has done very well in his 
internship placements, always will¬ 
ing to take on new challenges with 
an outstanding work ethic. I’m con¬ 
fident I can speak for others as well 
when I say it is an absolute pleasure 
working with Daniel.” 
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A PVTA bus winds through Agawam in 2017. RLE PHOTO 


PVTA looking at Sat. routes, fares 


The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority 
will hold an “outreach session” in Agawam 
next month, and public hearings in other 
towns during the coming weeks, to gauge 
public support for proposed fare hikes and 
service cuts that could take effect July 1. 

No changes are proposed to weekday 
service on the R14 bus route, which con¬ 
nects Agawam and Feeding Hills with 
Springfield. As part of a system-wide re¬ 
duction of Saturday service, the R14 would 
run its Sunday schedule — the route cur¬ 
tailed to the Rocky’s plaza, rather than 
continuing to Feeding Hills — on both 
weekend days. Fares would also be raised 
by 25 percent systemwide, with base fares 
increasing from $1.25 per ride to $1.60, and 
a $5 premium fare would be implemented 
for senior and ADA van service that travel 
outside a three-quarter-mile distance from 
bus routes. 

Some other bus routes in the PVTA sys¬ 
tem are being considered for elimination or 
other changes. More information is posted 
at pvta.com. 

The proposed cuts are prompted by re¬ 
cent news that regional transit authorities 
should expect level-funding of state aid, 
which is expected to result in a $3.1 million 
PVTA operating budget deficit in fiscal 2019. 


“I hope that by continuing to share in¬ 
formation early and often, we can work 
together as advocates to secure the level of 
public transportation funding that PVTA 
and all the Massachusetts regional transit 
authorities need to service our customers 
efficiently and equitably,” commented San¬ 
dra Sheehan, PVTA administrator. 

The transit authority board expects to 
make a final decision on cuts in April. Pub¬ 
lic comments will be accepted until March 
14 at comments@pvta.com, by voicemail at 
413-732-6248, ext. 239, or by letter to PVTA 
Administrator, 2808 Main St., Springfield, 
MA 01107. 

Those wishing to discuss the proposed 
cuts in person may attend outreach ses¬ 
sions 5-6 p.m. Monday, March 5, at the Aga¬ 
wam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam. 
Other outreach sessions are being held in 
Springfield, Westfield and other cities. 

The nearest public hearings to Aga¬ 
wam will be noon to 1:30 p.m. and 4-5:30 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 26, at the Pioneer Val¬ 
ley Planning Commission, 60 Congress 
St., Springfield; and 4-5:30 p.m. Wednes¬ 
day, March 7, in Room 104 at the Holy¬ 
oke Transportation Center, 206 Maple St., 
Holyoke. A list of all outreach sessions and 
public hearings is at pvta.com. 


Girl Scout troop welcomes new members 


Agawam Girl Scout troops are welcom¬ 
ing girls in grades 4 through 10. Meeting 
times vary. 

Feeding Hills Junior Troop 11248 is 
welcoming girls in grade 5. The troop 
meets bi-weekly on Thursdays from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. 


Girl Scouts help girls build confidence, 
try new things, and discover their inner 
G.I.R.L.: “Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-Tak¬ 
er, Leader.” Previous Girl Scout experi¬ 
ence is not necessary. For information on 
Girl Scouts and how to join, visit gscwm. 
org and or call 508-749-3612. 



SPRINGFIELD 

iRV 

camping & 
OUTDOOR SHOW 


SAVE $210 

OFF FULL PRICE ADULT ADMISSION 
WITH THIS COUPON* 

Admission: $10.00 per adult with coupon (cash only) 
Children 12 and Under FREE 
Seniors, DAV, Military: $7.00 3 


Fri Feb 16 • 4 pm-9 pm 
Sat Feb 17 • 10 am-8 pm 
II Sun Feb 18* 10am-6pm 
Mon Feb 19 • 10am-4 pm 


For Info: 413-781-CAMP (2267) 
www.SpringfieldRVCampingShow.com 


"coupon not valid on eTickets 


Only necessary to present one coupon per family. 


Coupon not valid with Senior, DAV or Military discounts. 


• RVDEALERS • CAMPGROUNDS • PRIZES 

Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., W. Spfld., MA 






Council plans to apply for 
housing block grant funds 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

Town officials hope an $800,000 state 
grant will help residents improve their 
homes in Agawam. 

Last week, the City Council held a 
hearing to take public suggestions for this 
year’s application for a Community De¬ 
velopment Block Grant. Last year’s appli¬ 
cation was turned down by the state, with 
other towns edging out Agawam. 

The last time Agawam received a block 
grant was a few years ago, and was part of 
a joint application with the town of East 
Longmeadow. 

Agawam is applying alone for $800,000, 
said Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
representative Chris Dunphy. 

Dunphy told the City Council the 
majority of the funds will be put toward 
housing rehabilitation projects, through 
two programs. The first is a typical hous¬ 
ing rehabilitation program that several 
towns have. People in low-income brack¬ 
ets can apply to have code upgrades down 
to their home. 

“Most code upgrades are rehabili¬ 
tating roofs, siding, and other types of 
weatherization,” said Dunphy. “These are 
not renovations or enhancements. These 
are to get homes back up to code.” 

The funds used to for the rehabilita¬ 
tion start off as a loan with a lien placed 
on the property. 

“Over the course of 15 years, the lien 
decreases and then is completely forgiven 
after 15 years,” said Dunphy. “Obviously 
we do not want someone using the pro¬ 
gram to get their roof fixed and then just 
sell their house.” 

The funds that could be obtained with 
the block grant would help an estimated 
19 properties, Dunphy said. 


A new program being introduced 
along with the housing rehabilitation is 
called “aging-in-place.” 

The goal of the program is much like 
the housing rehabilitation, but is focused 
on senior citizens who are on fixed in¬ 
comes that need assistance with access at 
their homes. The program would give out 
grants of up to $5,000 that would assist 
with such things as grab bars, handrails, 
and repairing tripping hazards. These 
grants would not need to be paid back 
and no liens would be placed on the se¬ 
nior’s property. 

Dunphy said the town hopes to help 
out at least 30 properties with the new 
program. 

The third use of the funds would be to 
hire a consultant that will evaluate hand¬ 
icapped access at Agawam Town Hall, a 
building that has been identified as in need 
of upgrades for many years. City council¬ 
ors and former Mayor Richard Cohen even 
discussed building a new town hall when 
the Capital Improvement Program has 
come up for votes in recent years. 

There were no negative comments, 
and a few speakers, including Housing 
Committee member Corrine Wingard 
spoke in favor, saying the program will be 
a big help to people in town. 

“We need to keep housing affordable 
in town,” said Wingard. 

Community Preservation Act Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Henry Kozloski said the 
town needs to consider studying a hous¬ 
ing trust program that the CPA can help 
invest in. Affordable housing is one of 
three purposes CPA funds can be used for. 

The application is due March 2, and the 
town will find out later this year if it quali¬ 
fied for a block grant. The grants have been 
very competitive over the past five years, 
as funds have dwindled for the program. 
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OUR VIEW 

Back up 
the bus 

L ess than half a year after the PVTA 
slashed service and altered routes 
— including getting rid of the in¬ 
dustrial park express bus in Agawam — 
they’re at it again. 

Now the transit agency is proposing 
fare hikes and another round of service 
cuts to make up a projected deficit of 
$3.1 million in its operating budget in 
the coming year. Some routes may be 
eliminated, though not the Agawam 
bus. Saturday service may run on Sun¬ 
day schedules — a change that will af¬ 
fect R14 riders, who will have to make 
their own way to the northern end of 
Main Street to board the bus, which will 
no longer serve Springfield Street and 
Feeding Hills on Saturdays. Fares may go 
up by 25 percent, increasing to $1.60 per 
ride. Surcharges will be added to some 
senior van trips. 

Every cut to the regions mass transit 
system has consequences. The PVTA has 
already eliminated most of its underper¬ 
forming routes; this year’s cuts will af¬ 
fect more riders than previous ones. 

Local bus riders will have a chance to 
speak out about the proposed changes 
at meetings and public hearings sched¬ 
uled throughout the Pioneer Valley over 
the next month. For more information, 
see pvta.com. 

The changes are necessary, say PVTA 
administrators, 
because the state 
is level-funding 
its contribution 
to regional tran¬ 
sit agencies’ bud¬ 
gets. They need 
fare hikes and 
service cuts to 
keep pace with 
increases in fixed 
costs such as fuel 
and salaries. 

M a s s a - 
chusetts state 
government 
— funded by 
Massachusetts 
residents who 
pay sales and 
income tax — doesn’t have an infinite 
amount of money. But it doesn’t make 
sense to hold local transit agencies to a 
constant budget while their costs, and 
spending in other sections of the state 
budget, go up. 

After all, this is the same state that 
is using transportation grants to push 
“complete streets,” forcing towns that 
want to rebuild their roads to also in¬ 
clude amenities for pedestrians, bicy¬ 
clists and mass transit users, regardless 
of whether there’s a proven demand for 
non-automobile traffic. When it comes 
to funding road projects, Massachusetts 
is taking a “build it and they will come” 
attitude, hoping the presence of bike 
lanes and crosswalks will encourage 
commuters to think outside the car. 

Just as important as infrastructure, 
however, are mass transit options for 
longer journeys or shopping trips. If the 
state is serious about “complete streets,” a 
robust regional bus network in urban ar¬ 
eas and connecting to surrounding towns 
has to be part of that equation. Taking a 
car off the road means commuters need 
the bus as a backstop on days when the 
carpool driver is sick, or when it’s too 
rainy to bike, or when cold temperatures 
make it dangerous to walk. 

The PVTA is looking at cuts to its 
lowest-ridership (remaining) routes, 
and its lowest-ridership days. But every 
cut brings us closer to core service. For 
a society that seems to be encouraging 
alternatives to the automobile, cutting 
buses doesn’t make sense. 

What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to aan@turley.com. 


If the state is 
serious about 
‘complete 
streets, ’ a 
robust bus 
network has to 
be part of that 
equation. 
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Letters to the Editor 


New solar plan raises questions about fairness 


Round and round we go. 
Where this ends, no one knows? 

But we have a good idea. 
My, how things have changed 
so quickly in the never-end¬ 
ing solar debate. At the Nov. 
20 council meeting, Councilor 
Rossi proposed a solar overlay 
district. He said, and we quote, 
“lots of work and time will go 
into the process, but once it is 
complete, everything will be 
carved in stone and there won’t 
be any questions as to where 
things can go.” 

That proposal has now been 


scrapped and a new ordinance 
from Councilor Johnson has 
been submitted that would al¬ 
low industrial solar fields up 
to 100 acres on prime agricul¬ 
tural farmland via a special 
permit with council approval. 
We might add this process will 
not be carved in stone, but will 
be completely subjective to the 
whims of the councilors at any 
given moment. Solar develop¬ 
ments will become politicized, 
spot zoning and conflicts of in¬ 
terest will occur, not to mention 
political favoritism as a threat 


to our neighborhoods. 

Special permits will lead to 
unnecessary lawsuits by resi¬ 
dents who are simply protecting 
not only their quality of life but 
their largest investments, their 
homes. It is our hope that down 
the road we don’t have to say to 
city leaders, “we told you so.” We 
would like to believe they will 
do the right thing, but we’re not 
holding our collective breath. 

Carl and Marsha Pinette 
and neighbors of Kosak Court 

Feeding Hills 


Public safety departments showed care, professionalism 


The family of Theodore 
(Todd) Cieboter would like to 
profoundly give thanks to the 
Agawam Police and Fire Depart¬ 
ment for responding four times 
to 911 calls made between Oct. 
30 and Nov. 27 to assist Todd, 
who was having serious medical 
issues. 


There were various members 
of the Police and Fire depart¬ 
ments, and EMTs included on 
different shifts, who responded 
to the calls. It was very reassur¬ 
ing to the family and Todd sim¬ 
ply because they all exhibited 
such professionalism. They did 
everything that they could in a 


warm and caring manner, and 
showed compassion and under¬ 
standing during a very difficult 
time in our lives. 

Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts! 

The Cieboter Family 

Feeding Hills 


YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 

Flynner’s birthday party 


I n September 1967, after 
teaching since January at 
Wilbraham Academy, I be¬ 
gan teaching at Agawam High 
School. My home¬ 
room assignment was 
room 35, the same 
room Mr. T had taught 
us biology back in 
1960 and 1961. The 
homeroom students 
were freshmen, 1971s, 
whose names began 
with the letters K and 
L. We were to start off 
the next 180 school 
days together. Diane 
Knowlton, Jeannie Kudlic, A1 
Lapie, Jean and Susan Lavallee, 
Dave Le Grand, Jeff Leporati, 
Mary Longo, Nick Longhi, Jim 
Luccardi and Elaina Levesque 
were some of them. 

By the fall of 1970, many of the 
’71s had tried to figure out alge¬ 
bra and geometry with me. Some 
of the boys were on my soccer 
team and will go down in history 
as one of the best soccer teams 
ever at AHS. Although they just 
missed qualifying for the tourna¬ 
ment, they did two things during 
the season which make them un¬ 


forgettable. They shut out Long- 
meadow 6-0 when Steve Atwater 
scored the first five goals of the 
game, still a school record. Even 
more impressive was 
a 2-0 loss to Ludlow, 
who became New En¬ 
gland champs. In that 
game, Fred Pereira, 
Ludlow’s All-Ameri¬ 
can, did not score a 
goal. That was the only 
game in the season 
in which he did not 
score. Our Doug Jan- 
ik, a sophomore goal¬ 
keeper playing the 
first season of his life, made two 
spectacular saves on Freddie, 
one on a header and the other on 
a penalty kick. Doug is one of the 
best athletes to come out of Aga¬ 
wam and it is no surprise that his 
son Doug is the only Brownie to 
have played hockey in the NHL. 
Young Doug is now an assistant 
coach for the Springfield Thun- 
derbirds. (AHS junior Doug Fa- 
vreau marked Freddie for the 
entire game and made it tougher 
for the eventual All-American at 
Brown who played a half-dozen 
years in the pros.) 


Many of the ’71s live far away 
and we may never see them 
again, but Andrea Ciak, Craig 
Damon, Mike Drewnowski, Cin¬ 
dy Grasso, Judy Malanson, El¬ 
len Meyer, David Neill, Donna 
Quinn, Joe Russo and Carol Rossi 
are still pretty local. 

On Feb. 9, many of the ’71s 
celebrated their third “Flynner’s 
Birthday Party.” It’s a fundraiser 
for the Dakin Humane Society 
in memory of their classmate, 
Jim Flynn, who died unexpect¬ 
edly in the fall of 2015. Jim had 
been the foreman of our Water 
Department and a proud owner 
of his golden retriever named 
Jameson. 

The birthday party was a suc¬ 
cess again, having raised over 
$600 in 2016 and over $1,100 
in 2017. This year’s total will be 
helped by the donation of the an¬ 
tipasto by Pajer’s and the pizza 
paid for by Joe Valenti, the for¬ 
mer owner of Valenti’s Pizza. 

Ed Ennis told a good story 
about Jimmy and there were 
dozens of pictures Jim had tak¬ 
en over the years. It was nice to 
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FAITH MATTERS 

Faith is necessary for change 


T hose of you who have been watching 
the divide within our country know 
that we need to work harder on our 
connectivity to what is beneficial to all. Life 
is a journey and we are always 
working to expand our connec¬ 
tivity to others. If I can interject, 
we must always be working on 
our connectivity to the Lord, as 
well. 

Expanding connectivity re¬ 
quires change, perhaps even 
the examining of our presup¬ 
positions about faith. Jesus 
said, “You believe in the Father, 
believe also in me.” It was hard 
for the Pharisee to have faith 
in Jesus. The Pharisee would have had to 
change some of his presumptions concern¬ 
ing God. Change can be messy. It certainly 
stirs up conflict. 

New Englanders have a tendency to resist 
change. This resistance can be a strength, or 
it may reveal a measure of pride. Pride is the 
opposite of faith, and faith is what is neces¬ 
sary for change to take place. 

People of faith give up the old way of 
living, as well as insisting they are right. 
People of faith trust the promises of God. 
Again, change is difficult, time-consuming 
and costly. It is difficult because we have to 
humble ourselves and recognize that God’s 
ways are not our ways, and it is costly be¬ 
cause we have to lose our self to gain our 
self, and it is time-consuming because it 
requires time to change. This is why we all 
tend to resist. 

I have heard this said many times that 
“Until the pain of remaining the same is 
greater than the pain of change, we will re¬ 


main the same.” 

If you are hurting, lonely and desperate, 
and the pain of divorce, alcoholism or im¬ 
morality has become intolerant, do not al¬ 
low your mind to be influenced 
into thinking that you are a fail¬ 
ure or a second-class citizen. 
If you are tired of the bickering 
within our nation, I suggest that 
we all need to make a change. 
Because change is difficult, faith 
does matter. Faith in Christ has 
the power to renew your mind 
and make you feel whole again. 

Let me say again that faith 
does matter. Through faith in 
Christ all things can be made 
new. James 5:10 says, “Confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed.” 

Praying for each other can be the be¬ 
ginning of change and the healing of our 
land from the schisms that result in unten¬ 
able positions. The beginning of our heal¬ 
ing comes from a change that takes place 
when you choose to have faith and begin to 
speak with others, pray for others and be¬ 
lieve that a community, a nation, can con¬ 
nect and do what is best for its citizens . 

I believe that faith really matters and 
would like to invite you to venture out of 
your comfort zone and visit us at Betha¬ 
ny Assembly and investigate the only One 
who was faithful and whose love and grace 
will enable us to have real connectivity that 
brings love and acceptance. 

The Rev. Richard Adams is the senior 
pastor at Bethany Assembly of God on Main 
Street in Agawam. 



Our Back Pages 


From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser 
News... 

One year ago: Agawam lost Warren Parker, the 
town’s unofficial biographer. Parker died at the age 
of 94 on Feb. 9, 2017, leaving a legacy of colorful 
and impassioned interviews from his column in the 
Agawam Advertiser News, “Interesting Folks in Town.” 
While Parker himself could have been described in 
similar fashion, his varied discussions with people 
from all walks of life showed readers that everyone 
has a story to tell. 

Five years ago: Residents all over Western Massa¬ 
chusetts faced the brunt of Winter Storm Nemo on 
Feb. 8, 2013, which left record snowfall throughout 


the region. An average of 24 inches of snow fell in 
Agawam, with one part of Feeding Hills recording as 
high as 31 inches. The storm forced closings all across 
town, from town offices and schools, to the library and 
Senior Center. Thanks to early planning, the only issues 
the town reported came from residents leaving their 
cars in the road. 

Ten years ago: Community members voiced their 
opinions against the Feeding Hills sewer project 
during a Feb. 6,2008, City Council meeting. The proj¬ 
ect, pushed by Councilor Joseph Mineo, would have 
resulted in numerous liens on properties and would 
have seen an estimated 1,300 residents having to pay 
$25,000 betterment fees. In the face of opposition, Mi¬ 
neo led a vote to table the project “indefinitely.” 
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see some ’71s I hadn’t seen since 1971. Ed 
Adamski and I had a not-so-great memory 
of getting crushed by the Hartford Peru¬ 
vians when we entered a Hartford soccer 
league. The game was at Shea’s Field and 
we learned the hard way how good for¬ 
eign-born players can be. 

The Italian Sporting Club at 349 Cooper 
St. hosted the party and these are some of 
the Brownies who were there. The girls are 
listed by maiden name. Many were ’71s like 
Jimmy. 

Lou Conte, Gary Desimone, Larry Mon¬ 
tagna, Ed Adamski, Tom Roberts, Dennis 
Hopkins, A1 Sapelli, Steve Cimma, Scott 
Barker, Marcia Atwater, Jim Hill, Alan Hart, 
Scott Brindle, Steven White, Joe Borowiec, 
Marilyn Perreault, Louis Ramah, Ed Ennis, 
Jodie Bellemore, Diane Vetro, Gary Adams, 
Mike Pietroniro, and six Caroleos — Doris, 



Jim Flynn 


Donna, Doreen, Debbie, Dave and Dan. 

Watch in 2019 for the Feb. 9 party. 

Walt Willard went to AHS and taught 
math there for 16 years. He can be reached 
at 413-786-7924. Walt loves your feedback 
and any and all information or tidbits you 
can offer. 


Caregiver support group 
launches next week 


Survivor Journeys, a non-profit orga¬ 
nization with a mission to provide emo¬ 
tional and social support to cancer sur¬ 
vivors, their caregivers and families, has 
announced the launch of its free Cancer 
Survivor Caregiver support group. The 
first meeting will take place from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, at the Agawam Se¬ 
nior Center. 

The group will meet on the fourth 
Thursday of each month. Co-facilitators 
are social worker Cynthia Lawlor and 
Louise Sawyer, who have been caregivers 
to cancer survivors. 

To register, call 413-276-6100 or email 
survivorshipprogram@gmail.com with the 
name and contact information. Those inter¬ 
ested in participating in the group remotely 
should indicate that when registering. 

The Cancer Survivor Caregiver sup¬ 


port group is the newest addition to the 
Survivor Journeys support portfolio that 
includes all cancer, blood cancer and 
breast cancer support groups, a mento¬ 
ring program and pet therapy. For more 
information about the program, visit sur- 
vivorj ourneys.org. 

Survivor Journeys is a not-for-profit, 
community-based support network of 
professionals from diverse clinical and 
community backgrounds, including phy¬ 
sicians, advanced level practitioners, 
nurses, behavioral health specialists, can¬ 
cer survivors, and community advocates 
dedicated to providing cancer survivors, 
caregivers, families, and loved ones free 
survivorship services in Western Massa¬ 
chusetts and northern Connecticut. 

The Senior Center is at 954 Main St., 
Agawam. 


Republicans, Senate candidates 
welcome at Feb. 23 meeting 


The Agawam Republican Town Com¬ 
mittee will meet at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, 
at the Agawam Senior Center. All Aga¬ 
wam registered Republicans are invited 
to attend and learn what the committee 
is about. 

The meeting will include reports 
from city councilors as well as discus¬ 
sions on issues now facing the town. 
Delegates will also be elected for the 


April 28 Republican State Convention 
at the DCU Center in Worcester. Those 
interested are encouraged to attend the 
Feb. 23 meeting. 

U.S. Senate hopeful Beth Lindstom will 
be in attendance. Other interested Sena¬ 
torial candidates are welcome. 

For more information, contact Bob 
Magovern at neighborl2.@aol.com. The 
Senior Center is at 954 Main St., Agawam. 


Tables available for church tag sale 


Plans for the annual Giant Spring Tag 
Sale at Agawam Congregational Church 
are underway. On Palm Sunday weekend, 
Friday and Saturday, March 23 and 24, 
the church’s Fellowship Hall will be abuzz 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with something for 
everyone, according to Dale Melanson, 
chairman of the event. 

“Every year since the annual tag sale 
began six years ago, there are hundreds 
more fascinating items from tools to 
clothing and more unique treasures for 
someone’s household,” she explained. 

There are over 25 tables with vendors 
displaying their products for sale around 


the perimeter of the church hall. Tables are 
available on a first-come basis for $25. For 
information, contact the church office at 
413-786-7111 or office@agawamcong.com. 

Items for sale will include baked goods, 
colorful costume jewelry, toys, games, 
books, kitchen utensils and more. One 
of the most popular items for sale is the 
freshly popped popcorn from the church’s 
large, free-standing popper. 

Clean, gently used donated items 
will be accepted at the church office any 
weekday from 9 a.m. to noon or after Sun¬ 
day church service at 11. The church is at 
745 Main St., Agawam. 


PB and J drive to support food bank 


Matthew Sosik, president and CEO of 
bankESB, announced the bank’s support 
of the third annual “Spread the Love” 
peanut butter and jelly food drive. All are 
invited to join bankESB employees in do¬ 
nating jars of peanut butter and jelly to 
benefit the Food Bank of Western Massa¬ 
chusetts. Throughout the month of Feb¬ 
ruary, collection boxes will be located at 
each bankESB branch office. 

Michael Fitzgerald, AVP, senior IT of¬ 
ficer at bankESB, his wife, Lisa, and their 
four children developed the “Spread the 
Love” campaign and held the first peanut 
butter and jelly collection in February 
2016. “My wife and I work hard to instill 
the value of giving back and the impact 


of kindness in our children,” Fitzgerald 
said. “We understand how fortunate we 
are and this food drive helps to remind 
us that giving just a little makes a large 
impact for those in need. Our daughters, 
Anastasia, age 13, and Danika, age 8, es¬ 
pecially look forward to this food drive 
each year.” 

Peanut butter and jelly collection box¬ 
es are located in each bankESB branch 
lobby until Feb. 28. Plastic jars are pre¬ 
ferred. To date, over 1,500 pounds of pea¬ 
nut butter and jelly have been donated. 

BankESB is a $1.3 billion mutual bank 
with eight offices, including one at 770 
Main St., Agawam, and a branch opening 
soon in Holyoke. 
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Out & About 


Agawam Senior Center 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub¬ 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex¬ 
planation, and contact information. 

Friday, Feb. 16 

LENTEN LUNCHEON will be served in Ashbury Hall at 
Trinity United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Ave., 
Springfield from 11:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Chapel ser¬ 
vices will take place from 12:30 to 1 p.m. in Grace 
Chapel. Take-out lunch available by calling ahead at 
413-221- 5399. There is a 50 cent packaging charge 
per takeout. 

THE SPRINGFIELD RV, CAMPING AND OUTDOOR SHOW 
today through Sunday in the Better Living Center, Young 
Building and Mallary Complex on the grounds of the Big 
E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. For times and 
admission, visit springfieldrvcampingshow.com. 

AGAWAM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BAKED FISH DIN¬ 
NER from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Parish Center, 
1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Take-outs available. 
$10 per person. For more information, call 4130789- 
0540 or 413-363-0347. 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW RECEPTION, 7-9 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 
Awards will be announced for the Open Juried Photog¬ 
raphy Show, along with a discussion and critique by the 
judges Eileen Doherty and Frederick LeBlanc. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 

THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 p.m. at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. The 
meeting is open to the public. New members welcome. 

Thursday, Feb. 22 

THE SHAWANGUNK, WALLKILL AND ROCKLAND COUN¬ 
TY KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW today through Sunday in 
the Young Building on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 
Memorial Ave., West Springfield. Free admission. 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, Feb. 19: President’s Day. Senior Center 
closed. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20: Chicken parmesan, homemade 
tomato sauce, pasta, garden salad, oranges. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21 : Roast turkey and gravy, stuff¬ 
ing, cranberry sauce, glazed carrots, baked good. 
Thursday, Feb. 22: Vegetable chili over baked pota¬ 
to, Cheddar cheese, broccoli salad, pudding. 

Friday, Feb. 23: Breaded baked fish, au gratin pota¬ 
toes, buttered spinach, pears. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, Feb. 19: President’s Day. Senior Center 
closed. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20: 9 a.m., sewing class, open knit¬ 
ting group, exercise class with Sue Woods from YMCA; 
9:45 a.m., exercise class with Sue Woods from YMCA; 
noon, ladies only billiards, canasta; 12:30 p.m., movie 


Friday, Feb. 23 

AGAWAM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BAKED FISH DIN¬ 
NER from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Parish Center, 
1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Take-outs available. 
$10 per person. For more information, call 4130789- 
0540 or 413-363-0347. 

THE SPRINGFIELD SPORTSMEN’S SHOW today through 
Sunday in the Better Living Center and Stroh Building 
on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. For times and admission, visit osegsports- 
mens.com. 

A LENTEN LUNCHEON will be served in Ashbury Hall 
at Trinity United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Ave., 
Springfield from 11:30 a.m.to 1:15 p.m. Chapel services 
will take place from 12:30 to 1 p.m. in Grace Chapel. 
Take-out lunch available by calling ahead at 413-221- 
5399. There is a 50 cent packaging charge per takeout. 

Saturday, Feb. 24 

“IT’S WEST SPRINGFIELD” WINTERFEST in downtown 
West Springfield starting at 9 a.m. at the West Springfield 
public Library, followed by events for the whole family at 


(“The Last Word”), mah jongg; 1 p.m., Mexican Train 
Game; 4:30 p.m. yoga with Loretta; 6 p.m., beginner 
line dance, Junior Women’s Club meeting. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 8:30 a.m., Meet the Mayor; 9:45 a.m., Gen¬ 
tle Yoga; 11:15 a.m., tai chi; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 
p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrabble; 1:30 p.m., Golden 
Agers Chapter 2 meeting; 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 
Thursday, Feb. 22: Free tax prep by AARP (by appt. 
only); 9 a.m., exercise class with Sue Woods from 
YMCA; 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 a.m., line dancing; 
12:15 p.m., Bridge; 12:30 p.m., Mexican Train 
Game; 1 p.m., free blood pressure check with Nurse 
Sherry, pitch, open art; 2 p.m., Melody Band prac¬ 
tice; 4 p.m., yoga with Loretta; 6 p.m., cancer survi¬ 
vor group meeting; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, Feb. 23: 8:15 yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 
10 a.m., absolute beginner line dance; noon, canas¬ 
ta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage; 4 p.m., card games. 


the Majestic Theater and the American Legion Post. For 
more information, contact It’s West Springfield’s at its- 
westspringfield@gmail.com or 413-279-4567. 

THE NORTHEAST REENACTORS FAIR today from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Mal¬ 
lary Arena on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. $10 admission. 

Tuesday, Feb. 27 

A PERFORMANCE BY SHAKESPEARE & CO. from Le¬ 
nox of an edited version of William Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” sponsored by the Agawam 
Cultural Council will take place at Agawam High School, 
760 Cooper St., Agawam. Free admission. Reservations 
required by calling Tina Dunham at 413-783-0502, or 
email tinamarie154@yahoo.com. 

Doors open to the public at 8:45 a.m., curtain is at 9:10 
a.m. Parking available in the lower lot of the high school. 

Friday, March 2 

AGAWAM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BAKED FISH DIN¬ 
NER from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Parish Center, 
1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Take-outs available. 
$10 per person. For more information, call 4130789- 
0540 or 413-363-0347. 
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CLUESACROSS 

I. Elaborate silk 

garment 
5. Fleet 

II. Egyptian deity 
12. Hundredth anni¬ 
versary 

16. Chew the fat 

17. Doctor of Medicine 

18. Large, edible game 
fish 

19. Revitalization 

24. Personal computer 

25. Unfettered 

26. Clumsy persons 

27. Japanese classical 
theater 

28. Part of a ship 

29. Rate of movement 

30. How much 

31. Image taken with a 
camera 

33. Sharp mountain 
ridge 

34. Czech capital 
38. One who treats 


61 62 


poorly 

39. By right 

40. Relating to odors 

43. As soon as possible 

44. Israeli Olympic 
swimmer 

45. Scored perfectly 

49. Financial ratio 
(abbr.) 

50. Unpleasant emotion 

51. Sign of the zodiac 

53. Promotional 
material 

54. Your parents’ 
parents 

56. Monetary unit 

58. Farm state 

59. One of Holly¬ 
wood’s Bridges 
brothers 

60. Not the plaintiff 

63. “Night Train” 
novelist 

64. Martens valued for 
their fur 

65. Discount 
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52 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Bone in the lower 

back 

2. Goddess of wisdom 

3. Comedic honors 

4. A way to grasp 

5. Apex 

6. British soldier 

7. Manganese 

8. Indicates position 

9. Decompressions in 

scuba diving (abbr.) 

10. Soon 

13. Blood type 

14. Clever reply 

15. One who travels by 
luxurious boat 

20. Once more 

21. Rural delivery 

22. Mexican dish 

23. Nigerian City 
27. Is not (Span.) 

29. Italy’s longest river 

30. Grand vintage 

31. Monetary unit 

32. The man 


33. Basics 

34. Poster 

35. Small remains 

36. Gelatinous substance 

37. A narrow opening 

38. Artificial intelligence 

40. Algerian coastal city 

41. Canned fish 

42. Milligram 

44. Carrot’s partner 

45. Single-celled 
animals 

46. Movie theater 

47. Necessitate 

48. A state of not being 
used 

50. Small folds of tissue 

51. Gallium 

52. Trauma center 

54. Commands to go 
faster 

55. New England’s 
football team 

57. Pianoforte 

61. Unit of loudness 

62. Atomic number 13 


CROSSWORD SOLOTION ON PAGE 16 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL’S APPLAUSE SERIES 
continues when Banish Misfortune presents an evening of 
traditional Irish song at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter, 954 Main St., Agawam. Free and open to the public. 

A LENTEN LUNCHEON will be served in Ashbury Hall 
at Trinity United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Ave., 
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on its own merits.” 

The City Council’s Legislative Subcom¬ 
mittee has a 10-page ordinance in hand 
for discussion at its meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 15, outlining the circumstances and 
criteria needed for a special permit. Coun¬ 
cil President Christopher Johnson echoed 
Sapelli’s concerns about scheduling and 
said a special permit is the fastest way to 
get something in place to handle upcoming 
solar projects. 

“There’s a section in Massachusetts 
General Law that says you can’t unreason¬ 
ably restrict solar without an ordinance,” 
Johnson said. “It leaves it to the discretion 
of the building inspector where he wants 
to grant building permits to allow it to 
go. If we were to take months to delineate 
an overlay district, by the time we’re done 
there may be multiple projects that are al¬ 
ready permitted based on the fact we don’t 
have an ordinance to control where they 
can or can’t go.” 

The proposed ordinance before the sub¬ 
committee outlines that medium-scale so¬ 
lar system — any array that is greater than 
1,750 square feet but less than one acre 
— would require a site plan review prior 
to any construction or installation. Large- 
scale solar systems, greater than one acre, 
in agricultural zones would require a spe¬ 
cial permit from the City Council. 

The full zoning guidelines for large scale 
solar energy systems are, according to the 
ordinance, “allowed as a matter of right in 
any industrial zone and shall be allowed by 
special permit only in the agricultural zone. 
No large-scale solar energy system installa¬ 
tions shall be constructed or installed in 
any residential or business zone.” 

The switch to a special permit system 
may prove controversial among some coun- 


Lioness Club to 
host bus trip to 
Mohegan Sun 

The Agawam Lioness Club will 
host a trip to the Mohegan Sun casino 
Sunday, March 18. Anyone interested 
in going is asked to be at the Agawam 
High School parking lot at noon. The 
bus will depart at 12:30 p.m. 

The cost is $33 per person, which 
includes a $15 food voucher, a $15 free 
bet voucher and driver’s tip. Proceeds 
from this trip will be used for the var¬ 
ious charities the Agawam Lioness 
Club supports. All are invited. Early 
reservations are encouraged, as seats 
are limited. For reservations, call Rose 
at 413-786-5134 or email rosek3@ 
comcast.net. 


Springfield from 11:30 a.m.to 1:15 p.m. Chapel services 
will fake place from 12:30 to 1 p.m. in Grace Chapel. 
Take-out lunch available by calling ahead at 413-221- 
5399. There is a 50 cent packaging charge per takeout. 

Saturday, March 3 

COMEDY SHOW to benefit Massachusetts Lions Eye Re¬ 
search Fund Inc., at Oak Ridge Golf Club, South West- 
field Street, Feeding Hills. Doors open at 6 p.m.; the 
show begins at 7. Performers include Mark Scalia, E.J. 
Edmonds and Kyron Hobdy. Tickets are $20 per person, 
in advance from any Agawam Lions Club member or at 
the door. For more information, call Lions Club Secretary 
Dick Lanier at 413-335-5434. 

ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are in¬ 
vited to join, including men and women and beginners 
to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks 
and yarn available if needed. For more information, call 
413-786-7991. 

THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Conference Room at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. For information 
on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 or 
email Rosemary Sandlin at rosemarysandlin@gmail.com. 


cilors. Councilor Robert Rossi, who had pro¬ 
posed the overlay district, has stated during 
several council debates that he feels a spe¬ 
cial permit process would result in inconsis¬ 
tent rulings and personal favoritism. 

The Legislative Subcommittee meeting 
Thursday will take place at 7 p.m. in the 
Peirce Conference Room at the Agawam 
Library, 750 Cooper St. The subcommittee 
will provide a recommendation to the City 
Council during a public hearing on the pro¬ 
posed ordinance on March 19. The Plan¬ 
ning Board will also hold a public hearing 
at some point. Johnson said the earliest 
date the ordinance could be accepted is 
April 1, which would be the second reading 
of the ordinance by the council. 

City Solicitor Steve Buoniconti ex¬ 
plained that even if the ordinance gets 
passed, it would be up to the developer 
on the 311 Shoemaker Lane solar project 
to decide if they want to go through the 
special permit process, since the project 
started before the ordinance was passed, or 
carry on with the current process that con¬ 
cludes with the building inspector having 
final say on the permit. 

“It involves a lot of moving pieces and 
ultimately it is the developer’s decision as 
to what route they want to take,” Buonicon¬ 
ti said. We’re taking this one step at a time. 
The mayor is committed to mapping a pro¬ 
cess for the townspeople to understand 
what our solar plans are for the future and 
also a predictable path for any potential 
developers.” 

The solar overlay district was initial¬ 
ly broached back in November and the 
City Council charged the assessor’s office 
to provide a list of all properties that had 
more than 5 acres of vacant space to be 
considered for an overlay district. After 
receiving the list, the administration evalu¬ 
ated the options and made the decision to 
switch tactics. 
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Meagan Arsalanian receives her court sash and flower. Arsala- Abbie Hoban was named the 2018 Colleen at a coronation cere- 

nian was also named the William Pfau award winner. mony Sunday morning at Chez Josef. 


■ 



Court member Amber Fillion is escorted to the coronation. PHOTOS 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


COLLEEN I from page 1 

as the colleen was a surreal mo¬ 
ment, she said. 

“I thought it was all just a 
dream, and I would soon wake 
up,” she said. “But once I realized 
it was real, so many emotions 
rushed through me. I remember 
looking over my shoulder at my 
family’s table and saw every one 
of them with the biggest smile.” 


As the colleen, Hoban will 
lead her court in activities, such 
as the gathering of colleens from 
throughout the area, and fund¬ 
raisers for the St. Patrick’s Com¬ 
mittee such as the corned beef 
and cabbage dinner. 

“As this year’s colleen, I plan on 
going beyond the requirements 
and getting involved in an abun¬ 
dance of community-oriented 
events,” Hoban said. 

Hoban thanks her family for 


their support through the whole 
process, and thanked the mem¬ 
bers of her court. 

“You are all amazing and 
kind-hearted ladies and I am so 
excited to share this experience 
with you and create so many 
memories together,” Hoban said. 

Hoban is an art honors stu¬ 
dent, and plans to attend college 
to pursue a degree in biology and 
pre-medicine. She has a part-time 
job as a waitress and volunteers 


as a student ambassador at Bay- 
state Medical Center. She has 
been a soccer manager. 

At the coronation, the St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Committee also announced 
its annual awards. The William 
Pfau award was given to court 
member Meagan Arsalanian for 
her essay about her aunt. St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Committee member Laurie 
Wright was named the 2018 pa¬ 
rade marshal. Wright has typi¬ 
cally driven the truck carrying 


Agawam’s float, but will instead 
lead the Agawam contingent in 
this year’s Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. 

Diane Pirnie was announced 
as the Anne Sullivan awardee, and 
Maria Summers received the Citi¬ 
zenship Award. 

The Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will be held on Sunday, 
March 18. Last year’s Agawam’s 
float won an award for first place 
in the Irish theme category. 



Springfield Symphony Orchestra 


KEV N RHODES CONDUCTS A 


STAB WABS sBTHRTREK 

SCI-FI SPECTACULAR 


Saturday, March 3, 2018, 7:30 p.m. 


Kevin Rhodes, Music Director & Conductor 


Springfield Symphony Chorus: Nikki Stoia, Conductor 


SPR NGF ELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Tickets & Info at 413-733-2291 or SpringfieldSymphony.org 

Concert at Symphony Hall, 34 Court Street, Springfield 
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Checking 

REFUND of ATM 

Fees Nationwide* 

NO Monthly Eees 

NO Hidden 
Anything 


Visit bankesb.com 
or stop in for details! 



The bank of you. 


DIF 


fINSURANCE 


Each depositor is insured by the 
FDIC to at least $250,000. All 
deposits above the FDIC insurance 
amount are insured by the 
Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 
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bankesb.com | 855.527.4111 


Minimum balance to open the account is $10.00. This is a limited time offer and subject to change without notice. 

* Not responsible for surcharges or fees imposed by any banks, ATM operators or any networks based outside of the continental United 
States, Alaska, Hawaii or U.S. Territories. 
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Youth 



Above, AHS girls and boys indoor track team members are joined by friends, family and Santa him¬ 
self as they hold some of the toys they collected last December for Toys for Tots. At right, AHS varsity 
hockey team players help lay wreaths at the Massachusetts Veterans Memorial Cemetery. They also 
decorate graves for Memorial Day. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 



TEAMS I from page 1 

dent-athletes. 

Track team member Sara Son- 
sini said it was “a very heartening 
and humbling experience” to give 
toys to children during the holiday 
season. “It’s a wonderful feeling, 
picturing kids receiving those toys 
on Christmas. It’s amazing how 
a small act can have a substan¬ 
tial impact on the happiness of a 
child,” said the 16-year-old junior. 

Daniel Pryce, head track and 
field coach, said the most import¬ 
ant aspect of community service 
projects is helping athletes be 
productive members of society. 

“We try to make them see 
how important they can be,” 
Pryce said. “There are always eyes 
watching them. Some of those 
eyes are very small — and we 
want to make sure all children 
can see the positive in our teams.” 

Collecting for Toys for Tots is 
not the only way the track teams 


help others in need. Pryce said 
they also participate in the Pio¬ 
neer Valley Interscholastic Ath¬ 
letic Conference’s Coaches vs. 
Cancer fundraiser and donate to 
the Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
in memory of the league director’s 
daughter, who died from cancer. 
This spring, players will help a 
former athlete with a community 
project to assist people with hear¬ 
ing difficulties. 

Eliza Timms, an 18-year-old 
senior and girls indoor track team 
captain, said community service 
not only shows how well-rounded 
the team is, but it also allows play¬ 
ers to become more aware of things 
occurring in the community that 
they normally wouldn’t be aware of. 

“It’s fulfilling to know charities 
change the lives of people in need 
every day with even the smallest of 
donations making a large impact 
in a community,” said Timms. She 
said the team as a whole tries to 
motivate each other to give back, 
especially upperclassmen, who 


lead by example. “It stems from 
motivating each other in our spe¬ 
cific track events,” added Timms. 
“Giving back to the community as 
a team has brought us closer to¬ 
gether in our friendships.” 

Varsity hockey players also 
don’t limit their community ser¬ 
vice to collecting toys for chil¬ 
dren. Twice a year they volunteer 
at the Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery, on Main 
Street in town. In December, they 
help lay Christmas wreaths on the 
headstones of soldiers as part of 
Wreaths Across America. In May, 
they place flags at the cemetery’s 
grave sites prior to Memorial Day. 

“The kids have embraced the 
opportunity to be involved in 
these types of activities and have 
done a nice job with them,” said 
Richard Feeley, the hockey coach. 
“They understand they’re part of 
a team and that it’s a worthwhile 
cause to be involved with sup¬ 
porting others. The awareness of 
responsibility to others is great 


with them.” 

Andrew Sullivan, the hock¬ 
ey team’s assistant captain and a 
third-year player, said community 
service projects not only bring his 
team closer together, but also could 
start players “on the pathway” to a 
lifetime community service. 

“There are always people in 
need and help to be given,” added 
the 16-year-old junior. 

Hockey forward Ryan Laudato 
said players are role models for 
the other young athletes in Aga¬ 
wam. The 16-year-old sophomore 
added that giving back to the 
community is also what makes 
players heroes to those who look 
up to them. 

“We hope it motivates others 
to carry on the tradition of help¬ 
ing the community,” he said. 

Track captain Timms agrees 
that the teams are role models for 
their community service efforts, 
but doesn’t consider herself or her 
team heroes. 

“Were simply trying to do some 


good. Were not looking for any type 
of recognition,” she said. “Were 
young kids having fun who want to 
give back to our community’ 

Sullivan said while he’s proud 
of his teammates for getting the 
award — and hopes the recogni¬ 
tion will inspire others to volun¬ 
teer — he doesn’t believe com¬ 
munity service is something that 
needs to be recognized. 

“It should just be something 
you do when people are in need,” 
he said. 

Sonsini added that although 
children benefiting from the toy 
donations may see her team as 
heroes, the reality is that “we’re 
fortunate members of the com¬ 
munity just doing what we should 
be doing” to give back to society. 

“We just want to integrate our 
efforts and focus on giving back 
to the community we grew up in,” 
Sonsini said. “Not so long ago we 
were the age of those kids, which 
gives us a deeper passion for the 
project.” 


Your kids want to 
leave home. 

Your parents 
want to stay there. 

Boston Medical Center HealthNet Plan 
Senior Care Options (HMO SNP) — a health 
plan to keep seniors with MassHealth healthy, 
independent, and in their own homes. 

Here is where healthy happens. 

We care about here. 


BOSTON MEDICAL CENTER 
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1-855-833-8124 | TTY: 711 
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Love Your Legs 

We want to help you make your legs look and feel their best! 
At Advanced Vein Care Center, we take care of the most 
complex vein problems. Let us take care of your cosmetic 
spider veins with our state-of-the-art sclerotherapy treatment. 

Call today to schedule your consultation. 



ADVANCED VEIN 

CARE CENTER 

FEEL BETTER, LOOK BETTER 

3640 Main Street, Suite 302, Springfield, MA 01107 
p. 413.732.4242 w. AdvancedVeinCareCenter.com 


A Division of K. Francis Lee, M.D., P.C. 
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Assembly in high gear for 2 AHS robots 


Brianna Gaynor, a senior at Aga¬ 
wam High School and team captain 
for Rosie Robotics, provided the fol¬ 
lowing update on the robotics team. 
Last week was the fifth in a six-week 
sprint to design and build a robot to 
represent Agawam in FIRST Robotics 
Competition tournaments this spring. 

Parts are being made at light¬ 
ning speed. They’re flying out of the 
machine shop as fast as they can be 
assembled. With nearly all our stu¬ 
dents working on the parts and the 
assembly of the robot, progress is 
being made at a record speed for the 
team. All eight drive pods have been 
assembled and greased (four for our 
competition robot, four for our prac¬ 
tice robot) and both of our frames 
constructed and riveted together. 
Once both of those were completed, 
we put the pods onto the frame to 
make two full drivetrains. All wired 
up, they can both be moved and con¬ 
trolled by the code written up by the 
team’s programmers. 

The parts for our accessory (an 
elevator system designed to pick 
up, lift and deliver the power cubes 
which are the main component to 
this year’s game) are being cut and 
produced over at G&L Tool machine 
shop. The next step is to assemble the 
pieces once they are all made and at¬ 
tach them to the finished drivetrains. 

The retro game console is almost 
done being built. Standing at nearly 
6 feet tall, the console can be used 



Above, Rosie Robotics members Kim 
Reardon, left, and Kannon Glover, right, 
work with faculty advisor John Barry on 
Agawam High School’s 2018 Rosie Robot¬ 
ics entrant. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

At right, Tim Gaynor and Adam Krause 
work on a component of this year’s robot. 


to store crates behind to maximize 
space in the cramped pits at compe¬ 
titions. The programming team has 
made it so that old arcade games 
can be played using a joystick and 
buttons built into the console. It 
will be finished being constructed 
within the next few days and will 
later be designed using our team’s 
logo, name, number and the official 
FIRST logo. 



AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


College/University 
Information Opportunities 

The Rochester Institute ot Tech¬ 
nology’s Spirit Writing Contest is 
available to students in grades 10 
and 11 who are deat or hard ot 
hearing. The deadline for entering 
is March 15. For more information, 
visit rit.edu/NTID/WritingContest. 

Gallaudet University Youth Pro¬ 
grams offers camps for deaf and 
hard of hearing students that are 
designed to provide stimulating 
summer learning and experiential 
opportunities. These camps blend 
excitement, education, and enjoy¬ 
ment in a bilingual environment 
rich in cultural diversity. Four 
popular camps (Bison Brainiacs, 
Blackbox Theatre, Discover Your 
Future, and Immerse into ASL) 


are offered for high school stu¬ 
dents, and Got Skills? Camp is 
for middle school students where 
campers can choose from differ¬ 
ent activities daily to design their 
own camp experience. For more 
information, contact youthpro- 
grams@gallaudet.edu. 

Special interest programs 

Jr. Tech Inc., a Massachu¬ 
setts-based non-profit that has 
delivered experiential STEM 
education programs in Massa¬ 
chusetts for the past 10 years, is 
ottering Girls STEM Summit on 
Sunday, April 8, at Regis College 
in Weston. The focus is on girls in 
grades 8-12 who are interested 
in or curious about careers in the 
STEM fields. The registration fee 


is $67 per student and includes 
all speakers, hands-on sessions, 
lunch and snacks, giveaways and 
a take home gift. Call 617-512- 
1794 with any questions. 

The University of New Hamp¬ 
shire invites rising seniors con¬ 
sidering a career in the industry 
of hospitality management to par¬ 
ticipate in a one-week residential 
hospitality management program 
from July 15-21. Students will be 
able to experience the excitement 
of college life and take college 
courses with renowned hospitality 
management faculty. The tuition 
for the program is $500. For full 
details, visit paulcollege.unh.edu/ 
departments/hospitality-manage- 
ment/summer-program. 

Springfield Technical Commu¬ 


nity College and Holyoke Commu¬ 
nity College are again offering the 
chance for current juniors and se¬ 
niors to take up to one free course 
in each semester through the Col¬ 
lege Now program. This is a great 
way to earn college credits while 
in high school while trying courses 
that may be helpful in exploring a 
potential career interest. See your 
counselor for details. 

Scholarship information 

StudentScholarships.org is a 
website that lists many scholar¬ 
ships that are available to students. 
Currently, the 10 programs that are 
listed will give out more than $1 
million to students in the 2017-18 
school year. Visit studentscholar- 
ships.org for more information. 



Members and alumni of Boy Scout Troop 82 recently staffed a 
Klondike Derby event at the H.A. Moses Scout Reservation in Rus¬ 
sell. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Troop 82 organizes 
‘Klondike’ camp 

RUSSELL — A perfect winter day with just the right 
amount of snow on the ground set the scene as members 
and alumni of Agawam Boy Scout Troop 82 recently staffed 
an exciting Klondike Derby event at the H.A. Moses Scout 
Reservation in Russell. 

The scouts had been preparing since spring 2017, de¬ 
signing the theme, patch and events, as well as working 
out the logistics for event scoring, judging and physical 
arrangements. The derby, which saw teams of scouts from 
troops across Western Massachusetts compete in chal¬ 
lenges of skill, strength, and knowledge, centered around 
a time travel theme, where the patrols moved their “time 
machines” (sleds) to different eras where they encountered 
a variety of challenges. It was the first time the troop had 
ever run the event and the scouts needed leadership and 
planning skills to make it a success. 

Troop 82 has a year-round program incorporating out¬ 
door adventures, citizenship, service and leadership skills. 
Chartered to Agawam Congregational Church on Main Street 
and founded in 1960, Troop 82 is Agawam’s longest-running 
Boy Scout troop. Anyone interested can find out more by call¬ 
ing Scoutmaster Dave Robinson at 413-205-7038. 


Agawam Lioness Club 
to award scholarships 

The Agawam Lioness Club is accepting applications 
for three $1,000 scholarships. The scholarships are for stu¬ 
dents with an interest in teaching or the medical field. Ap¬ 
plicants must be a resident of Agawam and must be gradu¬ 
ating from a public or private high school this year. 

Applications forms are available on the Agawam High 
School website and should be received by the Lioness Club 
by April 1. The awards will be presented on May 1 at the 
annual meeting of the Lioness Club. 


CORRESPONDENT/ 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
OPPORTUNITIES 


The Country Journal seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists/Photographers to 

produce news and/or feature stories of local 
interest for the Hilltowns. 


• Must be dependable, professional and able 
to meet strict deadlines 

• Photography skills, owning camera a must 

• Salary based on a flat rate by story and 
photo 

Send writing samples with resume to: 

Christine Charnosky, Editor 
Country Journal 

19 Main Street, Chester, MA 01011 


or email directly to countryjournal@turley.com 

Turley ^ 

Publications, Inc. 

www.turley.com 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Comeback clinches playoff berth 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

The Agawam High School 
girls basketball team was able 
to lock up their spot in the 
Western Massachusetts Divi¬ 
sion 1 tournament with a cou¬ 
ple of games to spare. 

With an 8-8 record, Aga¬ 
wam scored consecutive wins 
last week, defeating Subur¬ 
ban League rivals Ludlow and 
Belchertown, to get to 10 wins, 
clinching a spot in the tourna¬ 
ment. 


Agawam ended its regu¬ 
lar season with games against 
South Hadley and Hampshire, 
the other two teams in their 
league. 

When Agawam and Belcher¬ 
town met for the first time this 
season, the Brownies owned 
possession throughout the 
game and the Orioles struggled 
to score baskets. 

But in Belchertown, the 
Orioles started to recover 
their shooting touch in the 
second quarter. After Aga¬ 
wam took a nine-point lead, 


but the Orioles came all the 
way back and shut down Aga¬ 
wam’s offense, similar to how 
Agawam’s shooters struggled 
against Hampshire. The Brown¬ 
ies trailed 24-23 at halftime. 
Belchertown increased its lead 
during the third quarter, but 
Agawam was able to come 
from behind with 14 points in 
the fourth quarter to edge out 
the Orioles 47-46, the play- 
off-clinching 10th win of the 
season for Agawam. 

Maddy Lockwood scored 
more than half Agawam’s points 


Caitlin Normoyle pulls away after 
making a steal during Agawam’s 
win over Ludlow last week. PHOTO 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


with 25 points. She made nine 
free throws and a pair of treys. 
Jasmine Pszczola had eight 
points and Caitlin Normoyle 
added seven points. 

Agawam will head to the 
tournament for the second 
time in three years. Agawam 

GIRLS I page 15 



League leader ices Brownies 


Dean Kadenaga 
reaches out to block a 
Longmeadow shot. The 
Brownies ice hockey 
team was complete¬ 
ly outmatched last 
Thursday night, falling 
to a Longmeadow team 
with lots of momentum 
heading into tourna¬ 
ment 11-1 at Olympia 
Ice Center. Steve Grasso 
scored Agawam’s only 
goal, with Nick Brady 
making 32 saves in the 
defeat. Agawam is 2-12 
this season. PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 




Andrew Sullivan struggles to regain possession behind Agawam’s goal. 



Agawam goalie Nick Brady tries to block a Longmeadow shot with the Brown¬ 
ies’ Anthony Passerini sweeping across the middle. 


Anthony Passerini reaches out to grab a loose puck in the defensive zone. 



Dylan Sliech takes control of a loose puck in Agawam’s end. 


BOYS BASKETBALL 

Agawam 
sunk by 
streaks 
of treys 

By Nate Rosenthal 

dforbes@turley. com 

CHICOPEE — The Chicopee 
Comprehensive boys basket¬ 
ball team made quick work of 
Agawam early this week with 
a 62-28 victory. While it took 
the Colts two and half minutes 
to get their first score, at which 
time they trailed by two points, 
they took the lead on a three 
and never looked back. 

In a low-scoring first quar¬ 
ter, the Colts had a three-point 
lead, but then opened things 
with a three-point barrage 
in the second. The Brownies 
had what was a seven-point 
lead in the first to a mere two, 
when the Colts went on a run 
than would be driven by seven 
three-pointers and took them 
from that two-point edge to 21 

BOYS I page 11 



Matt Hotaling attempts a 
three-pointer for the Brownies 
during their recent loss to Chi¬ 
copee Comp. PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY 
/ WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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DIVISION 1 TOURNAMENT 


Cagers eye tournament competition 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

The Agawam High School girls bas¬ 
ketball team did not leave their play¬ 
off hopes to chance, becoming the 
latest team to qualify for the Western 
Massachusetts Division 1 tourna¬ 
ment with a win at Belchertown High 
School last Friday night. 

The victory raised Agawam’s re¬ 
cord to 10-8 for the year with two 
games to play. Agawam will play in 
the tournament for the second time in 
three years. Agawam made it into the 
quarterfinals two years ago. 


Minnechaug will be among the 
competition in Division 1. The Falcons 
have had a solid season and are 11-6 
heading into the final week of the reg¬ 
ular season. 

They have had some recent strug¬ 
gles, but are holding firm. In addition, 
the Falcons are close to winning a 
league title, currently holding a 4-1 re¬ 
cord in the Valley Wheel. Minnechaug 
has three games remaining as of Mon¬ 
day, all league opponents. 

League rival Chicopee Compre¬ 
hensive is on the playoff bubble. The 
Colts entered Monday with an even 
record at 8-8. They hold third place in 


the league, and trail second place East 
Longmeadowby one game. If the Colts 
could tie the Spartans, they would 
qualify. Otherwise, Comp needs to 
win two of its final four games to get 
to the 10-win mark. 

Chicopee, Ludlow and Holyoke all 
have sub-.500 records and will not fin¬ 
ish in the top two in their respective 
leagues, meaning they will all miss the 
playoffs. Holyoke misses tournament 
for the first time in many years. 

The season is set to conclude next 
week, with the seedings meetings 
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 24. The 
playoffs will begin on Monday, Feb. 26. 


OVER-30 BASEBALL 

Quabbin League seeks players for expansion team 


The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Base¬ 
ball League is seeking new players for 
2018 season. The league recently add¬ 
ed a seventh team and is now wants 
to find players to fill an eighth expan¬ 
sion team to even out the schedule in 


the Sunday 10 a.m. league. The league 
is open to anyone who will turn 30, 
or older, during the 2018 calendar 
year. The season is 15 regular season 
games, plus at least one playoff game. 
Games are nine innings and metal 


(BBCOR-3) or wood bats are allowed. 
Field locations are throughout West¬ 
ern Massachusetts. 

For more information or to regis¬ 
ter, visit www.qvotb.com. The league 
is also on Facebook. 


BOYS I from page 10 

with a minute to go in the half. They 
continued to add to the lead in the 
second half, while holding the Brown¬ 
ies to 12 points after the break. 

For the first two minutes, the game 
was scoreless. It was the Brownies 
that broke through for a 2-0 lead with 
Jared Durocher on a layup. That would 
be their high point of the game. Some 
30 seconds later, Adrian Bonilla began 
his barrage of threes. That gave the 
Colts 3-2 lead, the start of a nine-point 
run that was followed by baskets from 
Rafael Santiago, Bonilla and Brian 
Atimbo over the next two minutes. 
Agawam got the next two baskets by 
Zachary Moccio and Thomas Grenier, 
and after the first quarter, it was 9-6, a 
rather low scoring frame. 

That changed dramatically in the 
second, especially for Comp. Atimbo 
made a free throw in the first 22 sec¬ 
onds and Durocher got two points 
back for Agawam a minute later. A 
three by Joell Cintron and a basket by 
Santiago were answered by one from 
Mocchio. Bonilla made a three and 
Michael Berthiaume scored for Aga¬ 


wam. With four and half minutes to 
go in the half, the Colts led 18-12. In 
less than a minute, Bonilla connected 
on three treys and then he got anoth¬ 
er after a layup by Nichols. With 2:10 
remaining, the Comp lead was 32-14. 
Ryan White broke the run, but then 
Cintron answered that with a three. It 
was the Colts seventh of the quarter. 
Berthiaume ended the scoring with 
45 seconds left and at the break, the 
score was 35-16. 

In the second half, the Colts contin¬ 
ued to get their baskets; the Brownies 
did not. Moccio made a layup in the 
first minute and Berthiaume respond¬ 
ed to two free throws by Santiago sec¬ 
onds later. Then Comp ran off 10 points 
in four minutes, with Atimbo dominat¬ 
ing the paint. He had eight of the 10, 
including a three-point play to make it 
45-20. After a Drew Lebel jumper, Moc¬ 
cio and White scored. Nichols finished 
off the quarter with four points and a 
53-24 lead for Chicopee Comp. 

Caleb Paquette pushed the Colts 
over 30 in the opening seconds of the 
fourth and it was 57-28 when Dylan 
Christy scored for Agawam with 5:25 
left in the game. That would be their 
last basket. The Colts scored five 


more, with Bonilla getting three of 
them on a field goal and a free throw. 

On the strength of his six shots 
from beyond the three-point line, 
Bonilla had 25 on the night to lead 
all scorers. Atimbo was the only oth¬ 
er player on either team have dou¬ 
ble-digit points, scoring 11 for Comp. 
Moccio led the Brownies with eight. 

The win, their fifth in a row, gave 
the Colts a 10-4 record, which clinched 
a berth in the postseason. They played 
two more games in the week, winning 
one before seeing their streak end at 
six. Comp leads the Suburban League 
with a 6-0 record. The loss dropped 
Agawam to 5-12 on the season. 



Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 
Email your image(s) with description to: 

dforbes@turley.com or gscibelli@turley.com 



AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 


AUTP m 


443 Springfield St. ■ Agawam 

Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 

413 - 789-2181 

www.vfauto.com 




WARRANTY 

3 Years/36,000 Mile 

From a basic oil change to complete car 
repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 
WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


We can handle all of 
your motorcycle’s 
maintenance & tire 
needs, including MA 
State Inspections 

*Inspections coming soon 


FREE Wi-Fi ■ Shuttle Service ■ Financing Available ■ Rental Cars Available ■ State of the art equipment 




SALES. 


Preowned vehicles you can 
trust! Financing available. 

Walue S [Friendly 

service is in our name! 


The Week Ahead 


KEY GAME 

Boys Basketball vs. Sabis 

7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15 

The Brownies are clinging to their playoff hopes with a few 
league games left. Sabis is ahead of Agawam in the Suburban 
League standings. A win over the Bulldogs gives the Brownies 
a chance to tie for second place. 


Boys Basketball 

Thursday, Feb. 15 

Home 

Sabis 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 

Home 

Minnechaug 7 p.m. 

Girls Basketball 

Friday, Feb. 16 

Away 

Hampshire 7 p.m. 

Ice Hockey 

Friday, Feb. 16 

Away 

West Springfield 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 17 

Away 

Wayland 2:10 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 

Away 

Ludlow 8:30 p.m. 


LAST WEEK’S SCORES 


Monday, Feb. 5 

Boys Basketball — Chicopee Comprehensive 62, Agawam 28 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 

Girls Basketball — Agawam 57, Ludlow 25 

Wednesday, Feb. 7 

All games postponed, snow 

Thursday, Feb. 8 

Hockey — Longmeadow 11, Agawam 1 

Friday, Feb. 9 

Girls Basketball —Agawam 47, Belchertown 47 



And to keep up with current 
trends, our newspaper web sites 
are mobile-friendly too! 

Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 
browse newspaper archives and submit 
your own news items by visiting 

www.newspapers.turley.com 

Turley^ 

Publications, Inc 
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SERVICES 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)267-9680 


FIREWOOD 

2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwoods. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 

2 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 

qualiity & volume guaranteed. Call S & 
K Lawn Care 800-607-5296 or 413- 
267-3100. $220/ cord plus delivery. 

ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 

yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Prompt Del. West- 
view Farms Creamery, LLC 413-246- 
1721,413-245-1055. 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 

LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 

sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 

SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


HAY FOR SALE 

HAY FOR SALE Small bales. 1st 
and 2nd cuttings. Southwick. 413- 
230-6378. 

RYE STRAW, 1st & 2nd cut hay. Ex¬ 
cellent quality. Westview Farms 413- 
246-1721 413-245-1055. 


-|fr 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1-800-417-0524 

COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 

INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con¬ 
sultation. 

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 

LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 

PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 

SUPPORT LEGISLATION, the 

Precautionary Principle, and learn of 
tech, wireless, and environmental 
risks, www.patreon.com/heal 



WANTED 


WANTED ANTIQUES & COL¬ 
LECTIBLES Furniture, Advertising 
signs, Toys, Dolls, Trains, Crocks & 
Jugs, Musical Instruments, Ster¬ 
ling Silver & Gold, Coins, Jewelry, 
Books, Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. Any¬ 
thing old. Contents of attics, barns 
and homes. One item or complete 
estate. Call (413)267-3786 or 
(413)539-1472 Ask for Frank. WE 
PAY FAIR PRICES!!! 


WWI, WWII MILITARY items. 
American, German, Japanese, med¬ 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel¬ 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 

WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 


SERVICES 



*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap¬ 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul @gmail.com 

ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 

ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 

BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re¬ 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe¬ 
rience. Call Walt at (413)267-9680 
for estimate. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 

TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 

Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 



588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 

(413)589-1671 


CHANTEL BLI All 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Feeling Lost with all the new Tax Laws ? 


|| 228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 

Call For An 

AUTHORIZED 

IRS 

Let AJE Financial Services find your best route ... 


413 - 967-8364 | 

Appointment 

<CSZZ£> 

PROVIDER 


Call for your appointment TODAY 



The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 

Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 



Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax:413-324-2167 

Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.conn 


David E. Whitney 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Income Tax Preparation 

~ 31 years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


IRS 


i 

' s®ai\ 

62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 

IRS Problems? 

Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 

Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 

Telephone (413) 786-8727 • Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com • pauline@ melchioritax.com 

24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 



IRS 

<azz> 


JOHN T. MURRAY, IRS Certified Tax Preparer 

1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
(413) 348-2279 • Fasttax@charter.net 

Free E-File & Direct Deposit 
Reasonable Rates • Free Pickup/Drop-off within 20 miles 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

One call does it all 

Snowplowing/ Snowblowing/Sidewalk 

Clearing 

Remodeling, 

Roof repairs, 

Fully insured, Free Estimates 
Credit Cards Accepted 
www.rlhenterprises.net 

413-668-6685 

IS YOUR CURRENT WHOLE 

home water filtration system working 
correctly? Call David 413-313-3146 
for a free in-home water analysis. 

MT. TOM GARDENER, $20-$40 
per hour, planning, digging, remedi¬ 
ating, etc., by hand using no chemi¬ 
cals. Kirstin 413-536-3505, email 
krs10@protonmail.com. 

PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 

WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, ceil¬ 
ing repair, complete finishing job. Fully 
insured. Call Ray (413)348-9832 



CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERVICE 

Servicing all makes and models of 
washers, dryers, refrigerators, stoves, 
dishwashers, air conditioners. Also dry¬ 
er vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 

*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver¬ 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

DOMESTIC ENGINEER WITH 

25+ years experience. I have cleaning 
down to a science. Detail oriented, or¬ 
ganized, trustworthy, references avail¬ 
able. Call Robin 413-531-4408. 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELDERCARE 

RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED PER¬ 
SON who enjoys working with people. 
Available for appointments, cooking, 
light housekeeping, assist with dress¬ 
ing/ bathing. Multiple references. 413- 
391-9005. 

ELECTRICIAN 

BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis¬ 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 

GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au¬ 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu¬ 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open¬ 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 

DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN¬ 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE¬ 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram¬ 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In¬ 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti¬ 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 

INSTRUCTION 

NEW YEAR 
NEW CAREER!! 

TRUCK DRIVERS in 
VERY HIGH DEMAND 

A & B CDL CLASSES 
(413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 

PAINTING 

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver¬ 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 

PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC.#J27222 

“New Year” 

“New Projects” 

Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 

ROOFING 

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 

SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 
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TREE WORK 

ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


ASSEMBLY POSITIONS- 
ENTRY LEVEL- CHICOPEE- 
ALL SHIFTS 

• Global Healthcare supply manufac¬ 
turer, Cardinal Health, has immediate 
needs for production assemblers. 
Hand dexterity and eye for details. Shift 
hours are 6:30am-3:00pm, 2:30pm- 
11pm, and 10:30pm-7am. Pay is be¬ 
tween $11.35-12.05/ hr. Must be able 
to work OT. Upon hire great benefits 
including health, dental, 401K, PTO, 
educational reimbursement, parental 
leave, and more. 

Production Positions-East 
Longmeadow 

• 2nd shift openings at Stanley Black & 
Decker/ Lenox Tools. 

Hours are typically 5pm-5am. Can 
lead to full-time with a nice increase in 
pay. Various departments: heat treat, 
punching, honing, coatings, and finish¬ 
ing. $13/ hr 

Interested? Call us at 413-737-1157 
or forward resume to 1713@ kellyser- 
vices.com 

KELLY 

SERVICES 


“MEALS ON WHEELS” SUPERVISOR 

WORK THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLES LIVES! 

WestMass ElderCare is a dynamic human service agency comprised of a caring, com¬ 
petent and professional staff. Our mission is “to preserve the dignity, independence, 
and quality of life of elders and disabled persons desiring to remain within their own 
community.” 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Schedules, supervises and trains the “Meals On Wheels” delivery drivers. 

• Provides instructions to the part-time delivery drivers regarding accurate inter¬ 
pretation and implementation of regulations, policies, procedures of the Nutrition 
Department and WestMass ElderCare. 

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE. SKILLS AND ABILITIES: 

• Possesses a minimum of a Bachelors Degree in social services, management or 
related field from an accredited college. 

• Demonstrated supervisory skills. 

• Must have basic computer skills and the ability to become proficient in job related 
software programs. 

• Possesses excellent verbal and written communication skills. 

In addition to a salary commensurate with the responsibilities and qualifications, the 
following benefits are provided: 

• A full time work week of 35 hours. 

• Monday - Friday work schedule - no nights or weekends 

• Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Retirement program, Life insurance 

• Generous paid vacation time and generous paid sick time. 

• Twelve paid holidays. 

Please send resume to: (e-mail preferred) 
human_resources@wmeldercare.org 
or Director of Human Resources 
4 Valley Mill Road, Holyoke, MA 01040 

No phone calls please. AA/EOE 


DRIVERS: HOME EVERY 

NIGHT!! Make $1100/wk + Great 
Benefits! 

Local Position~Mr. Bult’s. 

CDL-A required. 

TEXT TRUCK TO 55000 

508-294-7837 


FOSTER CARE. 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 

Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Now offering a 
$1,000 Sign-On Bonus 

Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493 


PART-TIME HELP WANTED in po¬ 
diatry office. Must be fluent in English 
and Portuguese. Medical and comput¬ 
er training helpful but willing to train. 
Employment applications available at 
77 Windsor St., Suite 204, Ludlow, MA. 
We are an equal opportunity employer. 


SMALL LOCAL GLASS shop seek¬ 
ing experienced commercial glazing 
estimator or experienced glazer look¬ 
ing to branch into estimating and proj¬ 
ect management. Call Yankee Glass 
413-532-0515. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR 

Great opportunity for fully bene¬ 
fited union position with municipal 
public works department; oper¬ 
ate trucks, snow plows, backhoe, 
front-end/bucket loader, jet vac¬ 
uum, specialty mower, sweeper, 
roller, street paver, manual & pow¬ 
er tools, etc. under all weather 
conditions & for prolonged periods 
of time. Req. HS/GED, good work 
history, CDL B w/tanker; Hoist¬ 
ing 2B, 4E & 4G within 6 months 
of hire; license fees paid by town; 
clean driving record, $17.61- 
$21.19/hr DOQ. Must complete 
application available online at 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov or in the Se¬ 
lectmen’s Office, 240 Springfield St., 
Wilbraham MA 01095. Deadline Friday, 
March 9, 2018 at 4:30 pm. EEO 



Post your 
job openings 
in our 
classifieds. 


We get results! 


TRACTOR TRAILER DRIVERS - 

CDL A Change for the better - Steady 
Work and you’ll get Home every day! 
Grocery Haulers Inc. seeking reliable 
Tractor Trailer drivers to transport fresh 
baked goods to regional distribution 
centers. 

Excellent Pay and Family benefits. 
(Med/Dental/Vision/Life/Pension) 

If you have a minimum of 5 years re¬ 
cent tractor-trailer driving experience 
and clean driving record you should 
consider a career with Grocery Haul¬ 
ers. Doubles Endorsement preferred. 
Please complete On-Line Application 
available at: www.drivewithghi.com or 
for more information, please call (toll- 
free) 866-411-2444 
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL 

RENTALS 


MARIO’S SALON & 
BOUTIQUE 

Facial’s, nails and cosmetics. Pri¬ 
vate Massage area. Gift Shop, 
Parking lot, Surveillance, Remod¬ 
eled. Ready to open. 293 State 
Street, Ludlow. 413-583-2517 
!!!DOES NOT 

INCLUDE HAIRSTYLING!!! 

2 stations salon equipment for sale. 


FOR RENT 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 Base Price 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

29 Base Price 

$30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 Base Price 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

38 Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

39 Base Price 

$35.50 

Base Price 
$36.00 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 



Hilltowns 

Circulation: 9,800 

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 



Name: 


Phone: 


Address: 

Town: 


State: 

Zip: 

Number of Weeks: 


X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard 

□ VISA 

□ Discover □ Cash 

□ Check# 

Card #: 


Exp. Date 

CVV 

Amount of charge: 



Date: 



First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


M0.00 

$ 5.00 



OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


FOR RENT 


t=J 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


CHICOPEE/ FAIRVIEW 1 bedroom 
duplex, w/d hook-up, yard, parking, 
storage. No smoking, No pets. $900/ 
mo, 1st, last, security. 413-575- 
9738 


SOUTH HADLEY 5 ROOM, 2nd 

floor. Heat & HW included. No pets, No 
smoking. 1st, last, security. $800/ mo 

413-427-9414. 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 
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Public Notices 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, February 
22, 2018 at 6:00 PM at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the 
petition of Atlantic Design 
Engineers, Inc. for work 
to be performed at 311 
Shoemaker Lane, subject to 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act. 

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, 

Chairman 
Agawam Conservation 
Commission 

2/15/18 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD18P0185EA 
Estate of: 

William F Bennett 
Date of Death: 12/29/2017 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Brenda S Doherty 
of Springfield MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Brenda S Doherty of 
Springfield MA be appoint¬ 
ed as Personal Representa¬ 
tive^) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin¬ 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 


from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear¬ 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 03/02/2018. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed¬ 
ing. If you fail to file a time¬ 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent¬ 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu¬ 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti¬ 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ¬ 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra¬ 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland,, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 02, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

2/15/18 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD18P0167PM 
In the matter of: 
Kathryn Burnell 
Of: Agawam, MA 
Protected Person/ 
Disabled Person/ 
Respondent 


CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respon¬ 
dent and all other interest¬ 
ed persons, you are hereby 
notified pursuant to Rule 72 
of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court, that the Second and 
Final account(s) of Shirley 
P Johnson of Austin, TX as 
Conservator of the proper¬ 
ty of said Respondent has or 
have been presented to the 
Court for allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 03/05/2018. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir¬ 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ¬ 
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis¬ 
tered or certified mail, a writ¬ 
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro¬ 
ceeding may limit or com¬ 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per¬ 
son has the right to ask for a 


lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland,, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 05, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

2/15/18 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD18P0184EA 
Estate of: Albert R. Kana 
Also Known As: 
Albert Kana 
Date of Death: 
January 2, 2018 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est¬ 
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Judith M. Clini of Feeding 
Hills MA 

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate. 

Judith M. Clini of 
Feeding Hills MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin¬ 
istered under informal pro¬ 
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without super¬ 
vision by the Court. Inven¬ 
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard¬ 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

2/15/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD18P0203EA 
Estate of: 

THELMA S MATHER 
Date of Death: 
January 15,2018 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
HYMAN G DARLING of 
Springfield MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

HYMAN G DARLING 

of Springfield MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin¬ 
istered under informal pro¬ 
cedure by the Personal Rep¬ 
resentative under the Mass¬ 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti¬ 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

2/15/18 


AGAWAM 

ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the 
Agawam Public Library 
Community Room, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, 


MA on Monday, February 
26, 2018 at 6:30 PM for 

all parties interested in the 
application of Motion Auto 
Carriers LLC, for a Special 
Permit under Chapter ISO- 
55, Paragraphs B13 and B30 
of the Town of Agawam’s 
Zoning Ordinances, to allow 
for operation of a truck¬ 
ing terminal with a towing 
and storage facility at the 
premises identified as 218 
Shoemaker Lane. 

Richard J. Maggi 
Vice Chair, 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
2/08, 2/15/18 

Legal Notice 
Town of Agawam 
Planning Board 

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a pub¬ 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
March 1, 2018 at 6:00 
PM at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA. The pur¬ 
pose of this hearing will 
be to hear the petition of 
Council President Johnson 
and Councilor Rossi on 
a proposed ordinance to 
amend the Town of Agawam 
Zoning Ordinances to add 
solar energy systems. A 
copy of the proposal can be 
obtained from the Office of 
Planning and Community 
Development between 
the hours of 8:30 AM and 
4:30 PM in the Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. 

By Order Of: 

Mark R. Paleologopoulos 

Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
2/15, 2/22/18 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD18C0017CA 
In the matter of: 

Tessa Elizabeth Suchenicz 
Of: Agawam, MA 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 
To all persons interested 
in petition described: 

A petition has been pre¬ 
sented by Erin Elizabeth 
Zaczynski on behalf of 
Tessa Elizabeth Suchenicz 
requesting that: Tessa 
Elizabeth Suchenicz be 
allowed to change his/her/ 
their name as follows: 

Tessa Elizabeth Zaczynski 
If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor¬ 
ney must file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at: Springfield on or before 
ten o’clock in the morning 
(10:00 a.m.) on: 03/07/2018 
WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 7, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

2/15/18 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 





HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 

All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices^) 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub¬ 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393x216. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 

Visit www.turley.com for more information. 


l 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


2 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


3 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.tuviey.com 
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Bumpy’s natural 
food store opens 

The West of the River Chamber of Commerce re¬ 
cently welcomed Bumpy’s Natural and Organic Foods 
to Agawam. Business owner Derryl “Bumpy” Gibbs and 
his sister, store manager Dishanda Robinson, moved 
the retail store from Granby to 303 Springfield St., Aga¬ 
wam, last month. 

As the community becomes more health conscious, 
Gibbs felt the move was a great opportunity for Agawam 
and the surrounding region to “Eat Well, Feel Great, and 
Save Money,” the company’s slogan. 

From an elaborate selection of herbal teas, to sham¬ 
poos, to baby needs, Bumpy’s has a store packed for the 
everyday needs of people looking to eat and live healthy. 
Store hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and Sunday, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 



Pictured at a recent tour of OMG in Agawam are, from left, 
West Springfield Mayor Will Reichelt; Hampden County Sher¬ 
iff Nicholas Cocchi; Robin Wozniak, executive director of the 
West of the River Chamber of Commerce; Agawam Mayor Wil¬ 
liam Sapelli; and state Rep. Nicholas Boldyga. SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Chamber, town 
officials tour OMG 

The West of the River Chamber of Commerce board 
of directors and elected officials had a morning meet 
and tour at the OMG Inc. manufacturing facility in Aga¬ 
wam on Feb. 1. 

Agawam Mayor William Sapelli, along with the West 
Springfield Mayor Will Reichelt, state Rep. Nicholas 
Boldyga, and Hampden County Sheriff Nicholas Cocchi 
had the opportunity to meet, discuss and tour the OMG 
Inc. manufacturing campus, formerly known as Olym¬ 
pic Manufacturing Group. 

Employing over 350 people in the Agawam facili¬ 
ty alone, OMG is a domestic manufacturer of special¬ 
ty fasteners, adhesives, tools and related products for 
the commercial and residential construction markets. 
Hubert McGovern, CEO and president of the company, 
educated the attendees with impressive information 
about the company’s success and then led the elected 
officials on an in-depth tour of the Agawam campus. 


Pioggia takes director 
post at Yolon Energy 

EAST WINDSOR, Conn. — Yolon Energy LLC has 
named Feeding Hills native Brian Pioggia as the new di¬ 
rector of partner development, based at its East Wind¬ 
sor, Conn., headquarters. 

“Brian brings over a decade of 
experience to our team and has 
built his career on providing un¬ 
matched service to his clients,” said 
Russ Monroe, managing partner at 
Yolon Energy. “We are excited to 
have him join Yolon Energy to fur¬ 
ther develop his relationships and 
proud to provide him the support 
he needs to help his partners and 
customers execute their energy 
management strategies,” 

In his new role, Pioggia will look to grow Yolon’s 
Partner Program, working with customers, agents, and 
associations to develop successful energy management 
programs for their organizations. 

Prior to joining Yolon Energy, Pioggia held positions 
in sales and account management at EnerNOC, World 
Energy Solutions Inc., and Northeast Energy Partners. 
Originally from Feeding Hills, he is a 1986 graduate of 
Agawam High School. He now lives in Manchester, Conn. 




Jasmine Pszczola tries to pick up a loose ball during Agawam’s 
recent win over Ludlow. 



Meghan Haines tries to make a steal in the Ludlow game. PHOTOS 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 




Payton Lemke circles the perimeter. 


Natalie Pullen grabs the ball before it goes out of bounds. 


GIRLS I from page 10 

last appeared in the tournament in 
2016, falling in the quarterfinal round. 

Last Tuesday evening, Agawam 
took advantage of a struggling Lud¬ 
low team and picked up a 57-25 win 
at home. 

Agawam went on a huge run to 
start the game, taking advantage of 
Ludlow’s offensive woes that have 
resulted in a 1-16 campaign. Agawam 
would lead 22-0 before Ludlow was 


finally able to score in the second 
quarter. 

Normoyle got things started. Aga¬ 
wam won the tip-off and Normoyle 
went right to the hoop. She scored 
again following a steal. 

Lockwood scored the next pair on 
a layup, and Pszczola followed with 
a three-pointer to make it 9-0. Aga¬ 
wam’s defensive pressure resulted in 
turnovers, and the run continued. 

Lockwood hit a layup and Aga¬ 
wam went up 14-0, and Pszczola 
got her second trey of the quarter to 


make it 17-0. The run concluded with 
a trey from Natalie Pullen and layup 
by Liz Milliken to make it 22-0. 

Ludlow would finally score early 
in the second quarter, but Agawam’s 
momentum still continued and the 
Lions would not be able to come 
back in the game. 

Lockwood had 14 points while 
Normoyle finished with 13 points. 
Pullen had eight points, and Pszczo¬ 
la had seven points. Eight different 
players scored in the game for Aga¬ 
wam. 


Subscribe 

Today! 

800.824.6548 

or use this convenient form 

r 

Yes! 1 want to subscribe to the all new Agawam Advertiser News. 

□ 1 am a new subscriber □ 1 want to extend my subscription □ 1 am sending a gift subscription 

NAME PLEASE SEND THE GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

MAILING ADDRESS NAME 

CITY STATE 2P MAILING ADDRESS 

EMAIL ADDRESS CITY .STATE ZIP 

PH0NE □ One Year Pre-paid $35 ($40 Out of state) 

Newsstand Price $1.00 ($52/year) 

CREDIT CARD NO. rjr / / 

□ Check Enclosed Ulmkym! 

FXPIRATION DATF GW CODE — Wl ICOr\ l_l IOIUoCU 

Made Payable to AGAWAM ADVERTISER 

Please mail this form to TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 

AAN15R0P 

Check out this 
week’s edition online 

www.agawamadvertisemews.turley.com 
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Kindergarten info night is next month 


A Parent Information 
Night will be held at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 15, at Robin¬ 
son Park Elementary School, 
65 Begley St., Agawam. Par¬ 
ents of all Agawam and Feed¬ 
ing Hills children entering 


kindergarten in September 
are invited to attend. 

The program is offered to 
share information with par¬ 
ents about enrolling their 
child, the screening process 
and the preparation for the 


transition into elementary 
school. Questions will be an¬ 
swered about the daily routine, 
health related issues, trans¬ 
portation, PTOs, before- and 
after-school care, and more. 
Children who will be 5 years 


old prior to September are el¬ 
igible for kindergarten. 

There will be no childcare at 
this event. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Robin Fernandes, 
director of Early Childhood, at 
413-821-0597. 


Rep. Boldyga announces fire safety grant 


State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga an¬ 
nounced that the Agawam and Southwick 
Fire Departments have received a Student 
Awareness of Fire Education and Senior 
SAFE grants to help raise awareness of fire 
safety among students and seniors. The 
state Department of Fire Services awards 
these grants to help fund programs to in¬ 
crease awareness of fire prevention, gen¬ 
eral home safety, and house fire prepared¬ 
ness. 

The Agawam Fire Department received 


a grant for the Student Awareness of Fire 
Education in the amount of $4,308 and 
a grant for Senior SAFE programs in the 
amount of $2,615. The Southwick Fire De¬ 
partment has received $3,708 for the Stu¬ 
dent Awareness of Fire Education grant, 
and $2,415 for Senior SAFE programs. 

“As a father, the safety of my children is 
always on my mind. These grants will en¬ 
sure our children learn how important it 
is to be prepared in case of a fire,” Boldyga 
said. “The Senior SAFE grant will help one 


of our most vulnerable populations to fire 
risk become more educated on fire pre¬ 
vention and general home safety.” 

The SAFE grant was established in the 
fall of 1995. Since that time average annu¬ 
al child fire deaths have been reduced by 
72 percent. 

Boldyga, a Southwick Republican, rep¬ 
resents Agawam, Granville and Southwick 
in the state House of Representatives. He 
can be reached at 413-569-3137, ext 103, 
or at Nicholas.Boldyga@mahouse.gov. 


Lions Club to host ‘Celebrity Night’ with Thunderbirds 


The Agawam Lions Club and Kaptain 
Jimmy’s Restaurant and Distillery will 
host “Celebrity Night” with the Springfield 
Thunderbirds and local television person¬ 
alities from 4 to 9 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 26. 
The night’s events will also include raffle 


prizes courtesy of the Thunderbirds and 
Kaptain Jimmy’s. 

A portion of the evening’s proceeds will 
benefit Massachusetts Lions Eye Research 
Foundation Inc., a leading source of eye 
research funding in the state. Admission 


is free and this event is family-friendly. 

Kaptain Jimmy’s Restaurant and Dis¬ 
tillery is at 916 Suffield St., Agawam. 

To stay up to date on the club’s fundrais¬ 
ing efforts and upcoming events, follow it on 
Facebook or visit www.agawamlions.org. 





Ready for the Chocolate Affair are, from left, 
Nancy Maxim, Linda LaValley, Mary Jane Stu¬ 
art, Nancy Modzelewski and Dale Melanson. 


Steven Beebe from Agawam was the first to 
sample and purchase chocolate selections at 
last Saturday’s Chocolate Affair. 


Marian Herrick displays one of the many raf¬ 
fle items at Agawam Congregational Church’s 
annual Chocolate Affair event. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Congregational Church event was ‘choc’ full of sweets 


Over 30 delectable chocolate desserts 
were enjoyed by attendees at the Choc¬ 
olate Affair at Agawam Congregation¬ 


al Church on Saturday, Feb. 10. Trays of 
samplings with all chocolate items were 
raffled off and were also available for pur¬ 


chase just in time for Valentine’s Day. For 
information on future church events, visit 
agawamcongregationalchurch.com. 



Ed ‘Monsignor’ Ennis gives the toast and bless¬ 
ing at the 64th birthday celebration for Jim Fly¬ 
nn, who passed away in 2015. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Friends honor 
late foreman 
of Water Dept. 

More than 50 friends and co-workers of 
Jim Flynn, former Agawam Water Depart¬ 
ment foreman, who died unexpectedly in 
2015, celebrated his 64th birthday on Fri¬ 
day, Feb. 9, at the Italian Sporting Club. 

Attendees included town nostalgia buff 
and newspaper columnist Walter Willard, 
a former teacher and coach who was the 
“father” of soccer in Agawam and the facul¬ 
ty advisor to Flynn’s Agawam High School 
freshman class. 

The event included an Irish-Italian bless¬ 
ing and John Jameson Irish whiskey toast 
by Ed “Monsignor” Ennis. More than $1,000 
was raised at this year’s event for Flynn’s fa¬ 
vorite charity, Dakin Humane Society. 

Paula Montagna, organizer of the annu¬ 
al event, expressed appreciation to all those 
that attended and to sponsors Fred Pajer of 
Pajer’s Superette, who donated the antipas¬ 
to for the party, and former Valenti’s Pizza 
owner Joe Valenti, who donated the pizza 
and “Flynner’s World Famous Texas Chili.” 
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SHARE YOUR NEWS 
413 - 786-7747 


BUY DIRECT 


USDAINSP. FRESH 

PORK LOIN END ROAST 
or RIB END ROAST. S 1 

USDA FRESH STOREMADE 

STUFFED BONELESS 
PORK LOIN CHOPS 
or ROAST. 


$065 

^ lb 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS s 1” 

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 

RARE «... 

ROAST BEEF. .?4®S 


Why Shop 90 Meat? 

• Buy Direct and Save - No Middle Man 

• Custom Cut? No Problem! 

• QUALITY-Only The Best for You! 

SALE DATES: 2/15/18 - 2/21/18 


USDA INSP. _ 
FRESH BONELESS ^ 

BEEF RIB EYE 

CUT FREE $C99 
WHOLE OR HALF J | ^ 

USDA INSR~ 

FRESH BONE-1 

BEEF STRIP LOIN 
STEAKS $495 

_ b , 

IT’S SOUP TIME !, 

FRESH $Q99 n 

BEEF SHANK. O lb 

FROZEN $4 49 

FROZEN $4 gq 

FROZEN $* 49 ' 

GOAT. MEAT. Z ? lib 



AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. FRESH 

BONELESS & SKINLESS $417 
CHICKEN BREAST io lb bag. 1 >b 


USDA FROZEN 

ROASTER CHICKEN. 59 


lb 


LENTEN SPECIALS 

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

BREADED FISH STICKS.. 


$ 1 ^ 


USDA FROZEN 

GREAT AMERICAN 
TILAPIA FILLETS 



$1099 

ii Iweach 


90 Meat Outlet 


3 LB BAG 


We reserve the right to 
limit quantities. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 





































































































































